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It is only within the last few years that the 
subject of nasal catarrh has received any 
special attention, from the fact that there were 
no means of demonstrating the true pathology 
of the disease until in 1860, when the rhino- 
scope was introduced to the profession by Dr. J. 
N. Czermak. With this and other suitable 
appliances we are enabled to examine the struc- 
tures involved, and ascertain their exact 
condition. That such an _ investigation is 
essential to the successful treatment of every 
case of nasal catarrh, no one can deny. The 
neglect of this duty on the part of the doctor is 
the sole cause of so many failures in the treat- 
ment of this affection. 

Ocular inspection of the nasal cavities is just 
as essential in the diagnosis of nasal catarrh as 
it is in retinitis, or as auscultation, in diagnosis 
of the various diseases of the chest. This is a 
point to which too much importance cannot be 
given, if we wish to be successful in the treat- 
ment of nasal catarrh. The common plan of 
treatment advised by the general practitioner is 
with the nasal douche. A few practitioners 
use the catarrhal syringe, an instrument of 
great value. 

The use of the nasal douche is hazardous, 
and like many other evils, well calculated to 
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exercise its baneful influence before the patient 
is aware of it, because of the temporary relief 
which it affords, by partially cleansing the 
nasal cavities, or moistening their surfaces if 
they be dry. Such relief is surely very gratify- 
ing to those afflicted with this annoying disease, 
and is calculated to induce the sufferers to resort 
to its use, though they may be aware of its dan- 
gers. 

The experience of most otologists is that the 
douche is liable to excite inflammation of the 
middle ear, an affection which is by no means 
of minor importance when it is remembered 
that it often results.in partial or complete loss 
of hearing. If the inflammation becomes 
chronic, cerebral meningitis or abscess of the: 
brain is liable to occur. There are many 
reasons why the douche should not be usedi 
The floor of the nasal passages is nearly on. the 
same plane with the faucial orifices of the- 
Eustachian tubes, and the liquid, passing in, as 
it does, on the floor of the meatus, will, if the 
mouths of the tubes be opened by the aet of 
deglutition, pass directly into the tympanum. 
The peculiar and complicated structure of the 
nasal cavities prevents the douche from cleans- 
ing them as thoroughly as is necessary. The 
application of powerful medicines is not admis- 
sible by means of the douche, because it allows 
the liquid to pass over surfaces that are not dis- 
eased, and therefore forbids the use of many of 
the most valuable agents. 

Remedial agents can be used with perfect 
safety by means of the catarrhal syringe or 
spray producer. With the catarrhal syringe 
the nasal cavities and naso-pharyngeal space 
may be cleansed as effectually as with the douche. 
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The causes of catarrh are not numerous. 
Cold, which, I take it, means either sudden 
atmospheric changes, or some materies morbi 
transported through the air, may be counted 
the most common cause. The exanthems all 
are associated with catarrh more or less. It is 
also seen in the form of an eczema in strumous 
and syphilitic subjects. I have good reason to 
believe eczema of the nasal mucous membrane 
is frequently caused by the exhalation of tobacco 
smoke through the nose. The form of pharyn- 
gitis known as granular or follicular is unques- 
tionably due, in some instances, to excessive 
smoking. 

Thesymptoms of catarrh are more or less irrita- 
tion of the mucous membrane lining the nasal 
cavities, which may extend to the pharynx, 
larynx, trachea, and bronchial tubes. There is 
generally a profuse discharge of mucus from the 
nostrils, an unpleasant sensation of fullness 
and heaviness in the head, with sneezing, cough, 
etc. In some cases there is great difficulty in 
breathing through the nose, and a nasal twang 
is imparted to the voice. There is a continued 
frontal headache, which is almost pathogno- 
monic of the disease, and is always intensified 
by the least exposure to cold. 

“Tf the pharynx and larynx are involved, oc- 
cipital headache is present, with more or less 
soreness of the muscles of the neck.” The 
sense of smell may remain, be impaired, or 
completely lost. The rhinoscope will detect 
more or less swelling and congestion of the 
membrane, with erosions in some cases. In 
cases where the disease has progressed for a 
considerable time without treatment, or the 
treatment has been improper, the walls of the 
pharynx, as well as the posterior nares, are, in 
many instances, covered with inspissated mucus, 
which presents a yellowish green or gray ap- 
pearance, and is expectorated more freely in the 
morning soon after rising, and after meals, when 
it has been loosened by the inhalation of warm 
vapors. In eczema of the membrane lining the 
nasal cavities there is a scaly appearance, with 
an exudation of blood or bloody serum. When 
the scales are removed, the surface has much 
the appearance of the ordinary eczematous sores 
so often seen about the lips and ears of children. 

‘There is a form of the disease that is some- 
times called ‘dry catarrh.””’ The mucous mem- 
brane, in cases of :this kind, presents a dry and 
hypertrophied appearance. There is scarcely 
any secretion of mucus at all; certainly a great 
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deal less than in health. There is a feeling of 
fullness about the nose. Although this is 
spoken of as dry catarrh, it is not a catarrhal 
inflammation, for in catarrhal inflammation of 
the nose there is hyper-secretion of mucus, 
while in what is termed “dry catarrh,” but 
what is properly a proliferous inflammation, 
there is almost a total absence of moisture, the 
mucous secreting glands having been rendered 
inactive by the disease. The distinctive charac- 
ters of the two inflammations are well marked, 
though they may both exist at the same time 
and in the same locality. Then it might be 
called a catarrho-proliferous inflammation, or a 
disease in which there is a hyper-secretion of 
mucus, with an increase in the multiplication 
of the connective tissue cells. The prognosis of 
nasal catarrh is favorable in all cases where the 
proper plan of treatment is carried out; that is, 
where the doctor and patient both do their duty 
in regard to it. 

The treatment should be both local and con- 
stitutional. If the patient is suffering from 
debility, a course of tonics, with good diet, is 
very essential. If there is a strumous diathesis 
the indications for treatment are obvious, the 
iodide of potassium and bichloride of mercury 
being among the best remedies. They are 
especially indicated where there is a syphilitic 
taint. Constitutional medication must not be 
overlooked if we wish to treat this affection 
successfully. The indications for local medica- 
tion are numerous. There are four ways in 
which these local applications are usually 
made—with the catarrhal syringe, the spray 
producer, the insufflator, and the brush or 
probe, and cotton wool. “ Holmes’ Boston 
Perfumer” is the best spray producer now 
in use, and its cheapness and durability com- 
mends it to all who need such an instrument. 
The atomizer is particularly adapted to the 
treatment of the disease in children who are 
too young or timid to allow the use of the 
catarrhal syringe. It is also one of the most 
convenient and reliable means of applying 
powerful agents, and is the only instrument 
that should be intrusted to the hands of the 
patient. One among the very best insufflators 
that I have seen, is made by placing an ear 
speculum, such as Gruber’s or Wilde’s, in the 
end of a piece of rubber tubing, to which an 
air bag (such as Politzer’s) is attached. There 
are instruments in the market which will an- 
swer the purpose very well, but the simplicity 
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and convenience of this insufflator gives it an 
advantage over all others. Any powder or 
solution may be used with the brush, but unfor- 
tunately there are only a few cases in which all 
the diseased surface can be reached with it. 
For cleansing purposes, saturated solutions of 
the muriate of ammonia or chloride of sodium 
are the most efficient, and should be used with 
the syringe. If there is great tenderness, these 
solutions are very painful, and should not be 
used indiscriminately. Weak solutions of the 
same salts may be used advantageously in the 
more violent acute stages. The severity of the 
symptoms may be taken as a guide for the appli- 
cation of strong or weak solutions. The rule 
is, the more severe the symptoms the milder 
should be the application, and as symptoms 
become less severe, the strength of the applica- 
tion may be increased. There are exceptions to 
this, just as to all other general rules. Unless 
the diseased surface be perfectly clean, remedial 
agents, applied in any way, have but little or 
no effect. 

Solutions of carbolic acid, varying in strength 
from five to thirty grains to the ounce of water, 
solutions. of the sulphate of zinc, sulphate of 
copper, nitrate of silver, and chloride of zine, 
of the same strength, may be used with great 
advantage. A favorite combination with me is 
the solution of five grains each of carbolic and 
tannic acids to the ounce of water. This is 
a very efficient deodorizer, antiseptic, and 
astringent. It can be applied by the patient 
with the atomizer. When there is hypertrophy 
of the membrane lining the nasal cavities, 
& solution of the bichloride of mercury, one 
grain, muriate of ammonia, one drachm, to the 
ounce of water, is one of the best applications 
that can be made. It may ke applied with 
the syringe or atomizer. Iodine, half a drachm 
or a drachm to the ounce of glycerine, is often 
very beneficial in the treatment of obstinate 
chronic cases. Tannic acid and glycerine, in 
the same proportions as the iodine and glycerine, 
is of equal benefit in many cases. There are 
many substances which may be used in powder ; 
among the most valuable of these are the pow- 
dered bromide of potassium, powdered tannin, 
powdered chlorate of potassa, and a powder 
composed of equal parts of calomel and white 
sugar. These are best used with the insufflator. 
The powder composed of calomel and sugar is 
particularly useful when there is an eczema- 
tous condition of the membrane lining the nose. 


Communications. 





443 
APOPLEXY, OR NARCOTIC POISONING. 


BY D. C. LEAVENWORTH, M.D., 
Of New Haven, Conn. 


That physicians are liable to mistake apoplexy 
for narcotic poisoning, and vice versa, the fol- 
lowing will illustrate :— 

On the 22d of November, 1874, at 11 a.m., I 
was summoned in haste to attend Mrs. C., aged 
sixty-one, who had been found in her bed in an 
unconscious state, about three hours previously. 
When I saw her she was comatose, the pupils 
were contracted, immovable and insensible to 
the light; face of a purplish hue; slow, inter- 
rupted respiration ; deglutition impossible, etc. 
My first impression was that the woman was in 
an apoplectic fit, but upon a closer examination 
of all the symptoms, I became convinced it was 
a case of opium poisoning. My convictions in 
this direction were strengthened by observing 
peculiar stains on the pillow. I also found a vial, 
partly filled, on the dressing table, containing a 
preparation which I thought to be mostly com- 
posed of tr. opii. 

Leaving appropriate directions with the at- 
tendants for the present treatment of the 
patient, I immediately drove to the drug 
store which the number on the vial indicated 
was the place where the medicine was pre- 
pared. The druggist coincided with my opin- 
ion, that the present contents of the vial were 
mostly composed of laudanum, but -as the pre- 
scription in the book corresponding with the 
number on the vial did not call for it, we con- 
cluded the laudanum had been put in’the vial 
after the original prescription had been used, as 
some time had elapsed since the preparation 
was first compounded. Obtaining a solution of 
atropia, I returned to the patient. 

As is usual in such cases two or three physi- 
cians had been summoned, and one had arrived 
during my absence, who pronounced the case 
apoplexy. Explaining to him the reasons I had 
for thinking it a case of opium poisoning, I pro 
posed a hypodermic injection of belladonna, 
and with his concurrenee I injected twelve 
minims solution atropia, strength one grain to 
one drachm. In a few moments the pupils 
began to dilate, and in about fifty minutes they 
were almost fully dilated, and I thought there 
was some change for the better with the pulse 
and respiration, also some action of the muscles 
of the face. But the unfavorable symptoms 
soon returned, and the patient continued to 
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grow worse, nowithstanding all our treatment, 
which we persevered in for some hours. The 
patient died the next morning, at 4 a. mM. 

In relating this case to our Medical Associa- 
tion, I was of the opinion the woman died from 
the effects of opium. The physician with me 
insisted that it was a case of apoplexy, and 
was confirmed in this view by the experience 
he had in cases of opium poisoning, and from 
the fact that so many hours elapsed from the 
time she was found in an unconscious condition 
until death took place. 

Now, in regard to the time the patient lived, 
after taking the opium: we have cases referred 
to in the books, where they have lived longer. 
Of course there will be much variation as to 
the time death takes place, after taking a fatal 
dose ; but I am strongly impressed that, by the 
subcutaneous injection of the atropia in this 
case, the patient’s life was prolonged. 

The question will, probably, be asked, why 
was not the atropia repeated, especially consid- 
ering the apparent good effect of one injection? 
But it will be recollected the physician with me 
believed the case was apoplexy; therefore it 
would not have been advisable for me to assume 
all responsibility, and pursue the treatment I 
should have adopted if there had been no doubt 
the woman had taken a fatal dose of opium. 

From information obtained since her death, 
there is no doubt she had intended to commit 
suicide for some weeks ; besides, other poisons 
were discovered in her room. 

The case strongly illustrates how liable we 
are to be mistaken in cases of this nature, and 
in consequence of the mistake, adopt inappro- 
priate treatment. 


HosPiTAL REporTs. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
SERVICE OF PROFESSOR LOUIS A. DUHRING. 
REPORTED BY ARTHUR VAN HARLINGEN, M. D. 


Uleerating Syphiloderm, resemblin 
garis—Squamous Eczema of the 


a. 


The first patient is a healthy-looking Irish- 
man, fifty years of age, a blacksmith by occu- 

ation. The affection for which he seeks relief 
1s confined to the right side of the head, situ- 
ated about the ear and mastoid region. It is 
seen to consist of a patch as large as the palm 
of the hand, extending from the front and 
upper portion of the external ear, over the tem- 
poral region, thence downward, involving the 
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whole mastoid region, to the tragus an¢ the 
back of the auricle. The inside of the a .ricle 
is entirely free from disease. The lise of 
demarcation, upon the side of the head, between 
the healthy and diseased tissues is very marked, 
The patch consists of elevated, indurated, 
thickened and infiltrated tissue. of a purplish 
red color, with here and there small pin-head 
to pea-sized ulcers, communicating in places, 
beneath the skin, tending, as it were, to riddle 
it. The ulcers are in all stages of development, 
and are, for the most part, not well defined, 
looking, in many places, like excoriations. In 
various parts of the patch are bands of cicatri- 
cial tissue, which are quite hard. and resisting 
to the touch. The auricle is, in great part, 
bound down to the side by connective tissue 
adhesions, showing that the process has evi- 
dently been one of long standing. The surface 
of the patch is free of scales, somewhat glisten- 
ing, and shows but a few scanty crusts. 

In addition to the chief seat of disease as . 
described, there exist several longitudinal fis- 
sures, or ulcers, from a quarter to a half an 
inch in length, situated in the skin, beneath 
the angle of the jaw; they are not accompanied 
by surrounding infiltration. 

The history given by the patient is singularly 
confused and obscure, he stating that the dis- 
ease both itched and pained violently, also that 
it at times oozed water, all of which he a 
after denied. Ile further both denies and ad- 
mits venereal disease many years ago. 

The present skin trouble dates about sixteen 
years back, beginning as a “ small pimple,” 
since which time it has advanced slowly. During 
the last four years, however, he adds, it has not 
made any advance. He has been subjected to 
various kinds of treatment, having taken, he 
says, among other medicines, large quantities 
of the iodide of potassium—‘‘ as much as a bar- 
relful of the mixture.” 

At present the disease causes no pain, or even 
annoyance, excepting occasional itching. 

A glance at the condition, Dr. Duhring re 
marked, would show that this disease is not in- 
flammatory in its nature; and this fact settled, 
a large class of diseases would be excluded in 
the process of diagnosis. The disorder finds its 
place among the new growths, and it may be 
one of two diseases—lupus vulgaris or syphilis. 
Were it lupus we should expect to see some 
signs of this deposit in the form of papules and 
tubercles, neither of which lesions are present. 
Dry, flaky desquamation would also be observed 
in lupus, in the cee of which the skin is quite 
free of scales. Again, were the affection lupus, 
the infiltration would not have assumed the uni- 
form distribution which the patch possesses; 
it would have manifested a broken appearance, 
with sound skin in between the omalter patches 
which always go to make up the larger tracts of 
lupus. On the other hand, the features enumer- 
ated as being present point directly to syphilis. 
The uniform infiltration. the elevation of the 
patch, the appearance of the ulcers and their 
tendency to communicate subcutaneously, the 
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distinct’semi-circular lines of demarcation sur- 
rounding the patch upon the side of the head, the 
absence of pain and other symntoms, all speak in 
favor of alate cutaneous manifestation of syphilis. 
The fact that, in spite of the long duration of 
the disease, the condition has remained about 
the same, better and worse from time to time 
for a number of years, is to be accounted for by 
the patient having repeatedly taken the iodide 
of potassium, which remedy has doubtless 
greatly influenced its course. With the knowl- 
edge that he has consumed large quantities of 
the iodide of potassium without much benefit. 
the following preparation may be prescribed 
with the hope of success, 


R. Hydrarg. chlor. corros., 
Potass. iodid., 
Syr. zingiberis, 
Aque, 
Sig. One teaspoonful to be taken twice daily. 


The local treatment, here, is also a matter of 
importance. The patch should be cleansed 
with soap and water, and the followimg oint- 
ment applied on a cloth, 


R. Ung. hydrarg., 


Cerat. simplicis, ii 3j. M. 


The second patient is also a middle-aged 
man, presenting a disease confined entirely to 
the scalp, and which consists of a mass of dry 
scales covering the surface, with occasional 
crusts. Together with these appearances, the 
skin is somewhat red and infiltrated, and about 
the edge of the hair may be observed a certain 
amount of moisture, with some few crusts. 
The disease is of about five months’ duration. 

The case, Dr. Duhring remarked, was one of 

squamous eczema of the head. Around the 
border of the scalp, where the affection is more 
recent, the vesicular form prevails, but over 
most of the scalp it has passed into the squa- 
mous condition. When the squamous form 
alone is prevalent, in a given case, some diffi- 
culty is occasionally experienced in making a 
diagnosis between this disease and such affec- 
tions as psoriasis and seborrhea of the head. 
But these moist and weeping patches of disease 
near the border of the scalp point to eczema 
quite unmistakably. 
_ As regards the treatment of this case; as it 
is found that the patient suffers from imperfect 
digestion with constipation of the bowels, he 
shall be ordered some preparation, as a tonic 
aperient, which will meet the indications sug- 
gested by these symptoms. Locally, the scalp 
18 to be thoroughly cleansed morning and even- 
ing, with warm water and castile soap, and all 
the scales and crusts removed, so far as practi- 
cable. Then, after the scalp has been washed 
with pure warm water, and dried with a soft 
towel, the following preparation shall be rubbed 
into the skin, 


R. Ol. cadini, 


Alcoholis, aa f.ziv. M. 


Medical Societies. 
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MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


MEETING OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC 
HEALTH ASSOCIATION. 


(Concluded from No. 978.) 


When the Association met on Thursday 
morning, it elected the following officers :— 
President, E. M. Snow, . v., Providence, R. I. ; 
First Vice-President, John H. «auch, M. v., of 
Chicago, Ill.; Second Vice-President, Professor 
F. A. Walker, tu. v., of Yale College, New 
Haven, Conn.; Treasurer, J. Foster Jenkins, 
m. D., Yonkers, N. Y.; Executive Committee, 
Hon. A. W. Boardman, President of Board of 
Health, Boston, Mass.; J. 8S. Billings, m. p., 
United States Army; J. M. Woodworth, m. v., 
Supervising Surgeon Marine Hospital, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Hon. L. H. Steiner, u. v., of 
Maryland; Ezra M. Hunt, mu. v., N. J., and 
Jackson S. Schultz, Esq., of New York. 

The Secretary having been elected to serve 
three years, Dr. Elisha Harris, of New York, 
the present excellent occupant, continues in 
office for another year. 

During the ballot for officers, the Secretary 
ef the Association read letters from Boston, 
Detroit, Savannah, New York, and Providence, 
inviting the Association to hold its next meet- 
ing at those points. 

After the election of a large number of new 
members, Frank Hambleton, c. £., of Baltimore, 
read a paper on “ Efficient House Connections 
with Sewers, etc.,” in which it was contended 
that if sewerage was generally adopted, we 
should be relieved of cesspools, with all their 
foul and dangerous emanations and disgusting 
odors and conditions. We should not be incon- 
venienced by night carts, even by the odorless 
excavators, in our streets. We should not have 
vast accumulations of night soil in our rural dis- 
tricts, freighting the air of their vicinity with 
foulness. We should have comparatively little 
of the putrid accumulations in our gutters, 
which now become stranded on their long jour- 
neys in their present cobblestone channels. 
Our back alleys would no longer be reeking with 
decomposing filth from the slops thrown into 
them. From the time our refuse matter entered 
its initial sink until it emerged at its point of des- 
tination, it would travel in subterranean chan- 
nels, leaving our streets comparatively ¢lean 
and undefiled. 

Jackson S. Schultz, of New York, then read 
a paper on “ The Utilization of Animal and 
Vegetable Refuse Substances in our Large Cit- 
ies.” What concerns us most is how to ascer- 
tain the best way of getting rid of the garbage 
from dwellings, public markets, hotels, slaugh- 
ter-houses and abattoirs, and to utilize it with 
regard to sanitary laws. Swine owned by the 

r were the only street scavengers known in “ 
ew York up to 1830. The buzzards did simi- 
lar work for our Southern cities, but now gar- 
bage and offal, in New York, are thrown into 
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the sea. Cannot this be made profitable? In 
the country the refuse from the kitchen of a 
family of four or five persons, supports one pig. 
He proposed to furnish a city hog-pen in the 
suburbs, at which shall be fed one hog for 
every family. There might not be much chem- 
istry about the subject, but there is reason in 
it. In New York, three hotels sell their gar- 
bage for from $500 to $2000 per year. In 1867 
the average price per barrel was sixty cents. 
Thirty cents per barrel will compensate for the 
cost of collecting and delivery to such suburb 
as might be accessible. Cities should adopt a 
system of collecting it, and compensate the peo- 
ple supplying it. ‘Dead animals could be con- 
verted into food for swine, and what cannot be 
so used could be converted into fertilizers. He 
considered at length the plan of setting apart 
one of the islands in Long Island Sound as a 
depository of all the refuse matter, garbage, 
etc., from hotels and dwelling-houses in New 
York city. On this island it is proposed to 
place a sufficient number of swine to consume all 
the offal, and to erect adequate buildings and 
sheds for their protection. The labor on these 
islands is to be done by such able-bodied paupers 
as are now idle in charitable institutions. 

Dr. Benjamin Lee, of Philadelphia, then 

resented a paper on “Penny Wisdom and 

ound Folly, or the Cost of a Great Epidemic to 
a Great City,” referring to the small-pox epi- 
demic of 1871-2. He considered the actual 
expenditures of the Board of Health, the loss 
by diminished travel and traffic, by sickness 
The reports of 
of Philadelphia 


and death, and by disability. 
the Board of Health of the City 
for the years 1871-2 show that the sum of 
$56,464.84 was spent, over and above ordinary 
expenses, in consequence of the epidemic which 


prevailed at that time. The loss by diminu- 
tion of travel and traffic is shown by the reports 
and estimates of the various railways and cit, 
passenger railways. One city passenger rail- 
way estimates that in the four winter months it 
carried 112,272 persons less than would have 
ridden in its cars but for the prevalence of the 
small-pox. The general estimate of diminution 
of travel on railways is eight per cent., of incom- 
ing travel on railways six per cent., and of out- 
going freight four per cent. Estimated loss to 
railroad companies, $19,509,149, being the 
revenue for six months; 4} per cent., or 
$877,911.50, represents the loss, of which one- 
tenth, or $87,791.15, is assigned to the city 
directly. 

Loss to hotel keepers, 61,312 days, at $3 a 
day, $183,936. Loss to retail dealers, 61,312 
customers, at $5 each head, $306,560. Loss to 
merchants and manufacturers’ production of 
city in 1870, $335,000,000. For six months, 
1871-2, estimated, $192,625,000. Deduct loco- 
motives, ships, and iron and glass wares, $44,- 
866,050. Deduct portion consumed at home, 
say 15 per cent., amounting to $28,893,750, 
and we have left $118,865,250 as the outgoing 
freight, subject to diminution of four per cent., 
in consequence of the panic throughout the 
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country. This amounts to $4,754,090. The 
total loss by diminished travel and traffic ig 
thus shown to be $5,429,149.15. 

The Board of Health estimates the number of 
cases at 25,000. The average duration of fatal 
cases in municipal hospital was twelve days; 
average duration of convalescent cases, twenty. 
six days; total number of days of hospital care, 
33,400, at an expense of $15,000 for food and 
medicine, or forty-five cents per day ; results of 
London hospitals thirty-eight cents per day; 
estimated cost for all classes throughout the 
city, fifty cents per day; total number of days 
throughout the city, 407,758; cost $203,879, 
Loss by diminished production—days’ labor 
lost by 17,300 producers actually sick, 420,862; 
by care-takers, 283,848 ; total days lost, 704, 
710. Value of daily production—Dr. R. Brad. 
dell Carter, of London, places a week’s wages 
at £1, nearly $1 a day; the report of State 
Board of Health of Massachusetts, $1.23; Mr. 
David A. Wells, $1.40; revised census of Phila- 
delphia, 1870, $1.58; rate assumed in this 

aper, $1.50 for adults, and 50 cents for youths, 
ence, value of productive labor lost— 


Weiccievet es . « -$1,057,065 
Youths...... edakbee bites 15,000 


Witeiindiniactvic . $1,072,065 


Mr. Wells estimates the individual at 16 years 
of age to represent an investment by society, 
without interest, of more than $800, and at 18 
years, allowing interest, of $1500. If idle 
from this time on to the limit of his expecta- 
tions, he will cost the community $5000. Allow- 
ing less than one-half the number of deaths 
to paponoens the disabled, we then have $10, 

,000, representing the loss on this account. 

Loss by Deaths.—The average value of a 
human life is, dollars and cents: The able 
bodied negro was valued at from $1000 to 
$1500, in gold. Estimate of a life to-day, 
adult, $2000 ; from 10 to 20 years, $1000; from 
birth to 10 years, $500. : 


Number of deaths between 20 and 65 
years, 1644@$2000. 
Between 10 and 20 yrs., 670@$1000 
me birth and 10 years, 2110@ 
PED ccc cdanesessaess sepe 


Total . $5,013,000 
Funerals at $20 per head, 3721.... $74,420 


RECAPITULATION. 
Loss by Sickness, Death, and Disability. 


Expenses incurred in care of sick.... $203,879 
Loss by sickness (time) 1,072,065 
Loss by disability (time and expense) 10,000,000 
Loss by death. 5,013,000 


Expense of premature burials...... 74,420 
— 


eeeeee .$16,363,364 


Estimate of increased expenditure, salaries of 
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twenty-seven vaccine physicians, at $1000 per 
$40,500 

Vaccine Bureau 5 

Chief of Bureau salary 

Lease of vaccine farm..........++- . 

Fitting up hospital for vaccinifers... 

Cost of carrying on vaccinifers...... 

Disinfecting Station 

Oost of carrying on same two years.. 

Corps of Disinfectors 

Diffusing information.... 


While firmly believing that the disease is 
absolutely preventable Dr. Lee estimates the 
degrees to which it might have been prevented 
by thorough vaccination with lively virus, at an 
early remove from the cow, at 75 per cent. for 
cures, and 90 per cent. for deaths ; by careful re- 
vaccination, at 10 per cent. additional for cures, 
and 5 per cent. additional for deaths; and by 
thorough disinfection of effects and premises, at 
5 per cent. additional for cures, and 2} per 
cent. additional for deaths; entitling us 
to strike off 90 per cent. of all cures and 974 per 
cent. of deaths. On this basis our expenses and 
losses would have been as follows: 237 cases in 
hospital, of which 20 were fatal, 240 days, 217 
recoveries, 3472 days, at fifty cents per diem, 
$1856. Twenty thousand and six cases in city, 
of which 93 were fatal, 1116 days, 1913 recov- 
eries, 32,096 days, at fifty cents per diem, 
$16,601. Loss by sickness, $107,206.25; loss 
by disability, $425,000 ; loss by death, $125,335 ; 
loss by funerals, $1860. 

A statement accompanied the paper, showing 
that the total loss of the epidemic was 
$25,478,977.99, and also a table which con- 
tained the figures, giving what would have been 
the cost had the policy of prevention been the 
course pursued. The difference in favor of 
sanitation is $24,720,718.99. 

An invitation was read, from Dr. William B. 
Atkinson, Secretary of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, Centennial Medical Commission, 
inviting the Association to appoint ten delegates 
to represent it in the International Medical 
Congress, to meet at Philadelphia, September, 
1876. The following were appointed :—Dr. 
Joseph M. Toner, D. C.; Dr. & F. Folsom, 
Massachusetts; Dr. J. S. Billin zs, U.S. Army; 
Prof. Stephen Smith, mu. v., of New York; Dr. 
C. B. White, La.; Hon. F. G. Thomas, mu. p., 
Ga; Dr. Kedzie, Michigan ; Dr. James A. Steu- 
art, Md.; Dr. J. M. Logan, Cal.; Dr. H. A. 
Johnson, Illinois. 

The next paper was on “ Sanitary and 
Economical Advantages of Small Hospitals or 
Village Infirmaries, for Manufacturing and 
Mining Populations,” aM Thomas J. Dunott, 
«.D., of Harrisburg, Pa. He contended that true 
economy dictates sufficient outlay of money by 
legislative provision to support a widely-dis- 
tributed hospital system. In Pennsylvania 
this attempt has already been made in the right 
direction, for, during the Legislative session of 
1874, an act was passed to “ provide for the 
support out of the county treasuries of the sick 
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and injured poor when under treatment in 
hospitals in certain cities and boroughs.” 


00 | The necessity of the same laws in every State, 


and the establishment of such hospitals, not 
only for paupers, but also for those made tem- 
porarily poor by straits of circumstances over 
which they have no control, was strongly 
urged. 

At the afternoon session, Professor Carl 
Pfeiffer, r.1.4., of New York, read a report on 
‘- Principles and Methods of Ventilation” in 
hospitals, dwellings, etc. Authorities were 
cited to show that chimneys and fire-places 
acted as the best natural ventilators. They do 
not act as bellows, nor produce so-called drafts. 
With many others, he favored mechanical or 
propulgent force for ventilation. The experi- 
ment was tried in France to expel the foul air 
in hospitals, leaving the fresh air to take care 
of itself, but failed. Ifa supply of fresh air is 
supplied, little attention need be paid to the 
foul. Dr. Seifert, of Dresden, to whom was 
awarded the first prize, by the Imperial Academy 
of Vienna, for an essay on the construction of 
asylums for the insane, had arrived at the con- 
clusion that mechanical ventilation was the 
most perfect. 

Dr. A. N. Bell said that what was most 
needed was a principle of ventilation that 
could be generally applied to the dwellings of 
the poor. 

Prof. Pfeiffer said that to secure this it would 
be necessary to send missionaries among the 
mercenary owners of these dwellings. The 
poor must be educated to the fact that fresh air 
is as essential to their health as good food. To 
secure thorough ventilation in tenement 
houses, machinery would have to be adopted 
that could not be interfered with by the occu- 
pants. 

Dr. Billings said, that good ventilation, satis- 
factory heating and economy, were impossible 
to be secured at the same time. The question 
to the poor man was, often, whether he would 
suffer from the cold or the foul air. There were 
very few who would shiver all night for the 
sake of enjoying fresh air. 

Prof. Pfeiffer said that one sanitarian had 
suggested, as a solution of the problem, that 
the government supply the poor with fuel, 
which would tend to their being able to enjoy 
pure air. 

Dr. Hunt read a 
Hitchcock, President Michigan State Board of 
Health, on the “ Relation of Alcoholic Drinks 
to Health.” There were manufactured in the 
United States, in 1871, 100,000,000 gallons 
distilled spirits, or about three gallons to every 
man, woman, and child. Of brewed liquors, 
400,000,000 gallons, or twelve gallons to each 
man, woman, and child. Of wines, 20,000.000 
gallons, and —— liquors, 20,000,000. This 
should arrest the i every thoughtful 


oy by Dr. Homer 0. 


attention 0 
citizen. The value of the sales of retail liquor 
dealers in the United States, in 1865, was $1,- 
483,491,865, or just about $48 to every man, 
woman, and child ; probably two-thirds of this 
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was consumed for drink. The United States 
census reports as the whole number of insane 
persons in the States and Territories, 37,432. 
If we adopt the percentage for this count 
that Lord Shaftesbury has adopted for England, 
we have in the United States and Territories 
22,458 cases of insanity, more or less directly 
caused by alcohol. Of the 40,880 idiots in the 
United States it is estimated that 18,270 were 
brought to that condition by alcohol. In an 
article prepared by A. S. Fisk, a. m., it is 
stated that 80 to 90 per cent. of our.criminals 
ascribe their crime to intemperance. What do 
49,000 deaths caused by alcohol cost the nation? 
The average cost of burial cannot be less than 
$10 each, giving the sum of $490,000. Alcohol 
shortens the lives of those who use it twenty- 
eight per cent. It follows that these 49,000 
persons have each lost to the nation 28 per cent. 
of 57.46 years, or 16.08 years of effective life, 
giving a total of 78,400 years. These figures 
are much below the adieel lexa, for according to 
the expectancies of intemperate persons the 
loss of effective life is twenty-three years, within 
a small fraction, involving a loss to the nation 
of effective life by those who die from the effects 
of alcohol of 1,127,000 years. If each effect- 
ive year be valued at $150, the nation loses on 
the first calculation $117,600,000, and on the 
second calculation $169,060,000. The loss of 
effective life in dying of insane persons from 
aleohol, is 9358 years, entailing a loss to the 
nation of $1,403,700. Every business is right- 
fully held responsible for its evil effects. Every 
State government should at once institute, by a 
competent commission, a careful inquiry as to 
the amount of losses the State suffers from the 
traffic in alcoholic drinks, and should assess 
that amount upon the dealers equitably, accord- 
ing to their sales. 

. W. T. Harrison, Jr., of Baltimore, read a 
paper on “ Alcohol in Relation to Life Insur- 
ance.” Life insurance medical directors know 
full well that indulgence in alcohol is an im- 
<a factor in occasioning many premature 

eaths that are put down in their tables as 
pneumonia, pleurisy, brain diseases, etc. 
Papers on Yellow Fever in Florida were pre- 
sented, from Dr. G. M. Sternberg, Surgeon U. 
8. A., and Dr. Harvey E. Brown, Assistant 
Surgeon U. S. A. r. W. Gleitsmann, of 
North Carolina, contributed a paper on 
“Western North Carolina as a Summer Resort,’’ 
especially for consumptives. Dr. Josiah Curtis, 
Supervising Medical Officer, Indian Bureau, 
Washington, read one on “ Diseases among the 
Indian Tribes.” The great influence the 
“medicine man” has over the ignorant and 
superstitious — sometimes is the cause of 
wars and other evils prevalent among the Indian 
tribes, and led to the outrages committed b 
Captain Jack. As the Indian becomes civilized, 
he transfers his confidence to the American 
physician. The diseases that prevail among 
the Indians are pretty well distributed through- 
out the year, but to a ter extent in April, 
May and June. Scrofula, rheumatism, diseases 
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of the bowels and skin, are among the most 
prevalent. 

At the evening session, Dr. Nathan R. 
Smith, presiding, Dr. Lewis H. Steiner, of 
Frederick, Maryland, took a sanitary view of 
the question, ‘Am I My Brother’s Keeper?” 
showing the necessity of adopting every practi- 
cable means of improving the public health, 
and of educating the people on this subject, 
He argued that the laws of health, and the re- 
sults of their violation, should be freely com- 
municated to the people; existing sanitary 
organizations shoal be encouraged, and new 
ones formed; and Boards of Health for towns, 
cities and States, should be established by proper 
authority, and endowed with all necessary 
powers for the performance of their duties. 

Dr. Andrew D. White, Lu. p., President of 
Cornell University, addressed the Association on 
“Disputed Points Regarding Sanitary Care and 
Physical Culture in our Universities, Colleges, 
etc.” Our students, he said, live in dormi- 
tories, small rooms, with the worst means of 
heating and of ventilation. Statistics of the 
death rate among college students, also statistics 
in regard to their diet, would be of great value. 
Provision for relaxation among students must 
be made. Nothing would be better than one or 
two attractive club houses, with newspape 
games, a ten-pin alley, and a billiard table an 
the like. The gymnasium he believed in most 
heartily. In John E. Morgan’s book on the 
after life of the members of the University crews 
of Oxford and Cambridge, the statement is 
made that out of 294 members of these crews, 
only 17 have died in forty years, and only seven 
of these died from diseases of the heart or lungs, 
while the average of London deaths from these 
diseases would, out of that number, be forty-six. 
Out of these two hundred and ninety-four oars- 
men, only two think they were injured by their 
training, and these are not sure but what it ma 
have been from the effects of tobacco, of whic 
they were particularly fond. Sanitary instruc 
tion should be given in our higher schools and 
colleges. Instead of relegating it to the last 
year of the course, he would place it at the be- 
ginning. This line of study should be warmly 
advocated by this Association. 

On Friday morning Dr, H. W. Dean, of 
Rochester, New York, submitted a paper on 
“Sanitary Principles in Home Architecture, 
with reference to its surroundings of soil, drain- 
age, sunlight and pure air; and Professor E. 
W. Claypole, of Antioch College, presented a 

aper on “The Popularization of Sanitary 

cience,” including the diffusion among the 
people of what relates to prevention of sickness 
and death, not only in communities, but in 
individuals, comprehending habits of eating, 
drinking and cleanliness, the supply of air 
light and water, the prevention of epidemic an 
epizootic diseases, the control over factories to 
abate nuisances, but even further, the hygiene 
of the mind, such as the regulation of study, 
the building and discipline of schools, asylums, 
jails, reformatories, with all that tends to the 
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revention of mental disease, both emotional 
and intellectual, whether it takes the form of 
insanity or crime. He advocated the employ- 
ment of expert teachers in sanitary science in 
all the universities, colleges and schools. In 
the face of the sanitary law that 2000 cubic feet 
of fresh air hourly are needed for a single per- 
gon, we read of the public schools of Brooklyn, 
where 108 to 24 cubic feet is possible, while the 
temperature ranges in the same room from 64° 
to 90°, and in another from 50° to 95°. Luna- 
tics maintained at public cost receive better 
treatment; criminals live in better condition. 
This is the sanitary education our children get, 
reciting lessons on ventilation in a polluted 
atmosphere, or on the evils of tight lacing to a 
teacher who diregards the law. 

A paper on “ Water Filtration for Domestic 
Use,” by Dr. Thad. M. Stevens, of Indianapolis, 
was read, and one by Prof. James Law, m.p, 
p.v.s., Cornell University, on ‘‘ Hereditary En- 
tailment in the Domestic Animals and in the 
Human Family.” The latter is an elaborate 
treatise on the subject. Dr. Elisha Harris, of 
New York, read a valuable paper on Laws, 
Sanitary Provisions, etc., for securing the bene- 
fits of General Vaccination.”” Dr. H. B. Baker, 
of Michigan, presented one on “ Infant Mor- 
tality’’ in that State. The titles of a number 
of other articles were read, most of which will 
appear in the Annual Volume of Transactions. 

r. Harris, Secretary, read the following 


Periscope. 





449 


resolution, which had been passed by the Exe- 
cutive Committee :— 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee is 
instructed to memorialize, in the name of the 
Association, the Congress of the United States, 
in favor of such legislation as will bring about 
@ proper co-operation between the General 
Government of the United States and the 
several State governments, for a uniform and 
efficient system of the registry of deaths, births, 
and marriages of the population. 

The following resolutions were also passed 
by the Executive Committee :— 

Resolved, That in view of the fact that the 
funds of the Association are insufficient to pub- 
lish in full all the papers presented, the Presi- 
dent shall appoint two members, who, with the 
Secretary, shall constitute a publishing com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That it shall be the daty of this 
committee to examine the papers presented to 
it by the Secretary, and to decide as to which 
shall be published in full, and which in abstract 
or by title only. 

Dr. J. Foster Jenkins, of Yonkers, New York, 
and Dr. A. B. Segar, of Brooklyn, were ap- 
pointed, in addition to Dr. Harris, to constitute 
this committee. Resolutions of respect to the 
memory of Drs. E. Krackowitzer and G. W. 
Peate were adopted, and of thanks to the press 
for faithful reports ; after which the Association 
adjourned to meet at Boston in November 1876. 
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Auscultation of the Esophagus. 


Dr. T. Clifford Allbutt describes this means 
of diagnosis in the British Medical Journal :— 
The method of auscultation of the cesophagus 
depends upon the audibility of the swallow, 
both in the neck and thorax. It is best, of 
course, to educate the ear at first upon a healthy 
subject. The subject is requested to take a 
mouthful of water, and to swallow it at a signal. 
The operator then places the stethoscope (Sib- 
son’s stethoscope is the best for the purpose, I 
find, but any stethoscope will do) first upon the 
trachea anywhere between the hyoid bone and 
the supra-clavicular fossa. The signal being 
given, the patient now swallows; and, as he 
does so, a very distinct resonant gurgle is heard 
at the place of the stethoscope. This sound, 
which is very loud at the hyoid bone, where the 
Water is, as it were, slung through a tube into 
the observer’s ear, becomes duller as the instru- 
ment is removed to deeper parts of the neck. 

low the cricoid cartilage, the sound is more 





heavy or solid in character, and the morsel is, 
as it were, shoved downward with a whiz. To 
examine the lower part of the esophagus, the 
instrument must be removed to the spine, and 
must be carried down the left side of the spines of 
the first eight dorsal vertebra. Here the sound 
is still more distant, though still very distinct, 
and is like a smooth y slipping through 
with a sort of cluck. 

By repeated observations upon the healthy 


subject, the operator must make himself thor- 


oughly familiar with the tone, with the appar- 
ent size of the morsel, with the energy of the 
cesophageal contraction, with the rapidie of it, 
and also with the direction of the morsel. The 
rapidity of the passage of the morsel is ascer- 
tained by putting the instrument over the car- 
diac orifice while a finger is placed upon the 
larynx. The moment of commencement of de- 

lutition is known precisely by the rise of the 
arynx; the moment of its completion is recog- 
nized by the ear. The rate of the swallow va- 
ries a little in individuals, and is generally dis- 
tinctly slower in weakly persons at all times, 
and in healthy persons after a prolonged meal. 
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The direction of the swallow may be reversed, 
as in regurgitation. In this case, the gulped 
fluid eddies, as it were, in a funnel, with a pro- 
longed resonant gurgle; or the direction of the 
swallow may be diverted, as in one case under 
my notice, where the cesophagus was perforated, 
and the matters escaped into the pleural cavity. 
Hamburger had more than one case of the kind ; 
and he prepared me to recognize this condition, 
which was quite easy when one was thus fore- 
warned. The small quantity of diverted fluid 
passed through the chink in the csophagus 
with a kind of sizzing murmur. 


On ‘‘ Unconscious Cerebration.’’ 


Dr. Carpenter’s theory of unconscious cere- 
bration has been ably attacked by Dr. William 
W. Ireland, in the Journal of Mental Science. 
He observes, in closing :— 

The recovery of lost names can be explained 
to a certain extent by the mental process of as- 
sociation, but not by “ the integrating and dis- 
integrating mental processes.” It may be that 
a schoolboy who can say his lesson more readily 
in the morning than on the evening before, is 
aided by the fresher state of his brain; but we 
do not see that “ the fact,” upon which Dr. Car- 

enter is asked to ponder well, has been estab- 
ished on scientific evidence. How do we know, 
for example, that “the disintegrating process” 
never takes place without a display of consci- 
ousness? Is there never any disintegration of 
the tissues of the brain without consciousness ? 
Or may not consciousness accompany the inte- 
gration of the tissues? We can infer, from cer- 
tain changes and reactions in the blood, that 
mental exertion is followed by waste of the 
tissues of the brain, and that this waste is pro- 
portioned to the amount of work, but what are 
the order and succession of changes which go on 
in the nerve cells, or nerve fibres, during thought 
is, as yet, unknown to us. When we can detect 
a desire with a chemical re-agent, and when we 
can see an abstract idea through the microscope, 
we a perhaps, have a true physiology of the 
mind. 

In any case the theory of ‘‘ Unconscious Cere- 
bration” derives no support from physiology. 
It is a child of the old metaphysics, to be 
brought forward and repelled by the study and 
analysis of mental operations, cognizable by in- 
ternal self-examination. 


Evils From the Use of Wheaten Flour. 


In the Transactions of the New Hampshire 
Medical Society, Dr. Ephraim Cutter, of Cam- 
bridge, Mass., brings a heavy indictment 
against flour as food. His article aims to an- 
swer in the affirmative all the following ques- 
tions :— 

1. May it not be possible that the use of flour 
is a cause of the prevalence of diseases of the 
nervous system ? 

2. May it not be possible that the use of flour 
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is a cause of the present lamentable and ag. 
tounding prevalence of late erupting and de. 
cayed teeth ? 

3. May it not be possible that the use of flour 
is one cause of the present prevalence of weak 
and diseased eyes ? 

4. May it not be possible that the use of flour 
is one cause of the prevalence of baldness and 
premature gray hair? 

5. May it not be possible, that the so-called 
change in the type of disease may, in some 
measure, be due to the use of flour, so univer. 
sal for the past forty years? 

6. May it not be possible that the use of flour 
is one cause of the prevalence of some of our 
chronic diseases, as catarrh and consumption? 

7. May it not be possible that the use of flour 
is one cause of the numerical decline in our 
native population in New England ? 

He concludes, that the universal and exclu- 
sive use of flour, as found at the present time 
among the nations of Christendom (as Liebig 
suggests), results in disaster to the human race, 
in these particulars. 


How to Strap the Breast. 


‘Strapping the mammary gland is of avail to 
revent and arrest lactation. But, remarks 
r. W. W. Munson, in the New York Medical 
Journal, strapping will be of no use unless it is 
welldone. Let the first strip be put on so as to 
hold the breast well up by itself alone, whichever 
direction it is made to take. I usually com- 
mence by placing a strip laterally beneath the 
breast, about half-way between the nipple and 
lower margin, draw the gland well up, and 
attach one end high up on the sternum and the 
other end high up under the arm. The next 
strip is placed at right angles to the first, close 
to the nipple. Apply to breast first, draw it 
well up and fasten upper end, letting it pass 
over the shoulder, then draw down lower end 
firmly and fasten it. Don’t skip the nipple or 
cover it, but cut holes through the strips that 
pass over it, and let it project through.. Thisis 
to allow the milk which may ooze out for the 
first few hours to escape, without burrowing 
beneath the plaster, pushing it off, and maki 
a hot, disagreeable, irritating poultice. Seve 
thickness of soft cloth should be placed over the 
nipple (when pervious), to absorb the milk that 
escapes. This should be renewed as often as it 
becomes saturated. ; 
A timely application of this plan of strapping 
I have found almost sure to arrest commencing 
mammary abscess. 


Peroxide of Hydrogen as a Deodorizer. 


In a recent lecture on Deodorizers and Disin- 
fectants, by Dr. John Day, the speaker said 
that the great value of peroxide of hydrogen a8 
a deodorizer was only just beginning to be 
understood. Professor Roscoe had stated, 8 
recently as 1871, that hydrogen dioxide, or 
peroxide, “does not occur in nature.” Dr. 
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Day claimed, however, to have discovered its 
presence, spontaneously generated, in a vast 
number of substances which are in almost 
daily use, such as all fats and fatty or expressed 
oils; nearly all perfumes; most, if not all, 
essential oils; kerosene, gasoline, and benzine ; 
snd deal and pine woods. In many respects, 
gasoline is the best disinfectant with which he 
js acquainted. In addition to being highly 
volatile, it possessed the property of either 
nerating peroxide of hydrogen, or of origin 
ally forming it, and “pre it up until brought 
into contact with any of those oxidizable sub- 
stances for which it has an affinity. One of 
these two actions, he could not say which, took 
lace long after all presence of the gasoline 
itself had passed away. When unglazed paper, 
or any porous substance, is brushed over with 
line, it will at once give the reaction of 
peroxide of hydrogen, and continue to do so for 
a year or more. It is thus persistent in its 
action, which gives it an immense value over 
other disinfectants. He recommends that 
books, newspapers, etc., which have been used 
by fever patients, or kept in their apartments, 
be disinfected by brushing them over with 
gasoline. The most delicate wall paper may 
be brushed over with it without injury, as may 
articles of wearing apparel. The hands ma, 
be disinfected by brushing them over wit 
gasoline and allowing them. to dry in the air. 
There is one drawback to its use—viz., its 
inlammability. Nevertheless, gasoline appears 
to be worthy of more attention as a disinfect- 
ant than it has hitherto received. 


The Bromhydrate of Quinine. 


In the Journal de Thérapeutique, Prof. Gubler 
sates the following conclusions :—1. The brom- 
hydrate corresponding to the sulphate of the 
same base is more soluble and more rich in alka- 
loid than the latter. 2. It possesses the physio- 
gos properties of the salts of quinine in gene- 

, and probably, also, the therapeutical virtues 
of its oficinal congener. 3. Still, the action of 
the bromhydrate seems to differ from that of the 
sulphate of quinine, not only by the modera- 
tion of the symptoms of quinic intoxication 
(ivresse), but also by a marked tendency to- 
wards nervous sedation and hypnotism. 4. 
The qualities it thus possesses especially indi- 
cate its use in the treatment of the congestive 
and febrile affections of the nervous system — 
neuralgia, neuritis, irritative neuroses, encephalic 
hyperamia, etc., in combating which it has 

ady furnished me with excellent results. 
’. The bromide has manifested remarkable 
ae in a case of incoercible vomiting, and 
as frequently been of service in cases ordina- 
tily amenable to the sulphate, as in visceral or 
articular fluxions, whether diathesic or not, 
theumatismal or gouty, and in symptomatic 
fevers, @ frigore, ete. 6. This new medici 
as been given in quantities of from six > 

*n grains per diem, in doses of three grains 

stered sometimes in the form of pil 
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at others of hypodermic injection. 7. Injected 
into the cellular tissue it has always proved 
absolutely inoffensive. In no case has the 
hypodermic injection of three grains of the 
bromhydrate (equivalent to about four and a 
half of the sulphate) been followed by the 
slightest inflammatory accident, neither redness 
nor tumefaction being visible next day around 
the seat of puncture. 8. This complete in- 
nocuity, joined to its greater solubility, consti- 
tute an incontestable superiority of this new 
combination of quinine, and recommend it 
wherever there is indication or necessity of 
administering quinine hypodermically. 


Epidemic Puerperal Fever. 


The New York Medical Journal says, that ata 
late society meeting Dr. W. T. Lusk reada yes 4 
of the last epidemic of puerperal fever whic 
took place within the walls of Bellevue Hos- 
pital. A special point of interest connected 
with the epidemic was the fact that, as it pro- 
gressed, it was characterized by a diphtheritic 
membrane, occurring on the genitalia of pa- 
tients ‘who had received laceration of the 
perineum or the fourchette. While this was 
occurring at Bellevue, an epidemic presenting 
similar features occurred at the Philadelphia 
Hospital, and since that time there had been 
observed at Strasburg cases of puerperal fever 
complicated with this element of diphtheria. 
The dipbtheritic deposit had been closely ex- 
amined by Dr. Steurer, of this city, and Prof. 
Recklinghausen, of Strasburg, and the conclu- 
sions arrived at were that it was truly diph- 
theritic ; micrococci were found beneath the 
deposit and scattered throughout the tissues of 
the uterus, whence they were taken up by the 
sinuses and conveyed into the circulation. 
They occur in colonies, and have been found in 
the blood-vessels of the kidney. Dr. Lusk said 
that he obtained decided benefit by applying 
Churchill’s tincture of iodine to the membrane. 
During June, 1874, the obstetrical service 
which had proved so unfortunate was transferred 
to Charity Hos ital at Blackwell’s Island, and 
three months after the infected wards had been 
emptied they were occupied by the surgical 
service of Dr. James R. Wood, and during the 
past year many cases of capital operations have 
been cared for in them, and in no instances has 
there been septicemia or pyemia. 


Urethral Neuropathy. 


Under this designation, says the London 
Medical Times, Dr. Bron describes one of the 
occasional consequences of gonorrhea. As @ 
‘nage rule, he observes, after the discharge 

as ceased, the patient regards himself as cured, 
but this is not always the case. There may 
subsist or supervene a considerable amount of 
malaise, the patient complaining of lumbar las- 
situde, and a sense of heaviness in the hypogas- 
tric region. The urethra becomes the seat of 
various painful sensations, difficult of descrip- 
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tion. Sometimes they simulate the symptoms 
of stone or stricture, but are not of any fixed 
character, coming on and disappearing at inter- 
vals not to be foreseen, and resisting all remedies. 
The rectum may also be painfully affected, al- 
though no disease can be detected, and there is 
a sense of plenitude of the pelvis in general. 
These various symptoms, which are often con- 
joined with great disturbance of the digestive 
organs, are not all observed in the same indi- 
vidual, but are met with in different degrees in 
various patients—sometimes being only very 
transitory, but at others absolutely fixed, and 
the occasion of great physical and moral suffer- 


ing. 

‘The direct cause of this suffering is not al- 
ways easily detected, for there may not be a 
single sign of the preceding blenorrhagia pres- 
ent, and it is chiefly the patient himself who 
insists upon this being the origin of what he 
suffers, and often regards it as a proof that his 
malady has been imperfectly cured. M. Bron 
considers the seat of this suffering to be those 
portions of the urethra which are narrower 
than the rest. By passing a small bougie 
gently, every other day, the urethra is modified. 


Jaundice with Hematuria. 


Dr. A. Atkinson, of Baltimore, sends the sub- 
joined interesting case to the West Virginia 
Medical Student :— 

The patient, a white woman, aged twenty-five 
years ; skin deep yellow; vomiting large quan- 
tity of bile. Had chill every other day for two 
weeks ; now, the chill comes on every day. Her 
physicians had given her barberry tea and 
comp. cath. pills, one to be taken three times a 
day. She suffers from headache; the skin is 
hot and dry ; urine abundant and full of blood ; 
bowels costive; tenderness on pressure over 
stomach, liver and kidneys; constant nausea; 
and pulse feeble. 

Gave her at once six grains quinine, four 
grains oxalate cerium, and two grains capsicum, 
in capsule, expecting the chill to return at one 
o’clock in the night. Left her twenty grains 
quinine, ten grains cerium, and ten grains cap- 
sicum, to be taken in five capsules, one every 
hour for three doses ; after that, one every three 
hours. Applied a cantharides plaster, six by 
eight inches, over the liver, leaving twelve grains 
quinine and one-half grain morphia to dress 
blister when fully drawn. Saw her next day at 
6 a.m., December 2d, 1872 better, but very 
nervous. Nausea and vomiting entirely re- 
lieved; no headache; bowels opened; suffers 
no pain in the limbs or loins; skin moist. Gave 
calomel ten grains, soda bicarb. filteen grains at 
one dose; and directed a warm water enema 
with two ounces castor oil and one-half ounce 
turpentine, continuing the quinine in doses of 
two grains in capsules, every four hours. In 
the next six hours bowels were freely emptied of 
‘dark tarry matters. 

The patient was subsequently built up with 
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milk punch and oyster soup, with five grains 
cit. ferri. et quinia, taken three times a day in 
infusion of quassia. 

This woman was seized with the same trouble 
one year later, and came near dying. Here 
was a case of the deepest yellow skin. Dr, 
Graves thinks the deeper the hue, the better the 
chance for a cure ; his idea being that the slow 
cases suggest scirrhosed liver. Hematuria is 
often epidemic among children in the Isle of 
France. The above described case occurred in 
the tide-water region of Virginia. 


Treatment of Insanity. 


In a recent work, Dr. Despine, of Paris, dis. 
cusses the theory of emotion, and the emotional 
treatment of insanity. He believes that the 
disturbing action, either for good or evil, may 
be attributed to an isometric change in the his- 
tologic elements of the brain, determined by 
a disturbance of the nerve elements which pre- 
side over the nutrition of this organ, or to a 
change in the capillary circulation by an action 
of the vaso-motor nerves, influenced by causes 
which have impressed the nervous system. This 
theory is sufficient to explain all the attacks or 
cures of insanity from such curious effects as 
typhoid fever, scarlatina, pneumonia, injuries, 
loud noises, etc. 

Opium and Morphia excite the nervous cen- 
tres of the vaso-motor nerves, they give tenacity 
to the muscles of the small vessels, favoring 
their contraction and consequently increasing 
the capillary circulation. 

The state of somnambulism artificially pro- 
duced is one of the most powerful sedatives; 
it suspends cerebral activity, aud is of remark- 
able efficacy in the treatment of obstinate bys- 
teria. 

Camphor is valuable in disturbance of the 
genital organs, especially onanism. i 

Quinine is recommended when the insani 
has a periodic character, or when it shows itself 
in marshy districts, or when it is a sequel of 
dangerous and obstinate remittent fever. 

Digitalis in twenty minim doses calms the 
maniacal excitement of epilepsy. 


Tincture of Iron in Rheumatism. 


Dr. J. Russell Reynolds, Professor of Medi- 
cine in University College, London, urges this 
treatment. He says, in a recent lecture, I wish 
to lay before you some further results of that 
mode of dealing with the disease in question. 
You will allow me to remind you that the 
possibility of relieving acute rheumatism by 
the tincture of perchloride of iron was sugg' 
to my mind by observing the rapid arrest of 
certain other “ spreading ” inflammations, such 
as erysipelas, diphtheroid and hepatic sore- 
throats, by the administration of this drug; 
and that I stated at the time, and wish now to 
repeat the statement, that, in my judgment, the 
cases that I could then bring before you, 
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those which I can now submit to your considera- 
tion, are not sufficiently numerous to establish 
a therapeutic position; but that they are, so 
far as 1 can see, sufficiently significant to war- 
rant a further trial of a mode of treatment 
which is certainly better than that which 
Warren said was all that he knew of that was 
for rheumatism, viz., six weeks. 

In the front of this paper I wish to state, that 
very many cases that have been under my care, 
both in hospital and in private practice, but of 
which I have no sufficient notes, have left upon 
my mind the strong conviction that those which 
I am able to bring before you underrate, rather 
than overrate, the value of the mode of treat- 
ment that I have suggested. This, I am con- 
vinced, is the case, especiatly with regard to 
the time of the relief afforded to spontaneous 


n. 
Pthe treatment has been generally the ad- 
ministration of the tincture of perchloride of 
iron, in doses varying from fifteen minims to a 
drachm, every four hours, with or without 
twenty to thirty minims of glycerine and spirits 
of chloroform. No patient Sos complained of 
any discomfort of any kind, which could be 
referred to the medicine. 

He continued, quoting a number of cases, 
illustrative of the benefits of this treatment. 


Needles in the Tissues. 


Dr. John Frissell observes, in the Transac- 
tions of the Medical Society of West Virginia :— 

It would be a curious study, and one not 
without interest, to investigate the means and 
modes by which needles find their way into 
the remarkable places they are sometimes met 
with. I have been called upon to remove them 
from the back of the neck, from the shoulder, 
arm, elbow, wrist, abdomen, hip, knee, etc. 
They seem to choose strange paths to escape 
from the body, the law of their movements 
being (with their points in advance) invariably 
to the surface, or perhaps also to the cavities 
having an external outlet. I do not speak of 
such as have been accidentally thrust into the 
skin and flesh, as in washing, and in number- 
less other ways, which is an every day occur- 
rence, but of those cases in which the patients 
are unable to account for their appearance, and 
are wholly ignorant of the manner in which 
they had been introduced into the body. 


Palliative Treatment of Ulcers. 


Dr. W. Rendle writes to the editor of the 
Lancet :— 

Will you kindly publish the following case, 
not of curative, but of quite successful pallia- 
tive treatment of a large, open, offensive can- 
cer. 

Pain and the exceeding fetor make the last 
months of patients who cannot recover most 
miserable. The lotions, etc., usually employed 
prove troublesome, and of very lsegmalets 
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effect, It may be that this very simple method 
is known and practiced; but as yet I have not 
met with any sufficient record of such a case. 
It has not been suggested by any consulting 
man my patient has seen ; she, herself, and her 
friends, feeling so marked and so happy a 
change deserves to be made known to all. The 
open sore, some nine inches in diameter, is well 
but most gently washed by a tepid stream 
of Condy’s fluid and water, using syphon and 
jug. Then it is moistened all over with four or 
five drachms of a carefully filtered solution of 
two to three and a half grains of acetate of 
morphia in fine spray, so used that none leaks 
off. It is then covered, nothing intervening, 
with very finely sifted, perfatly dry animal 
charcoal, the sore being we eee A covered and 
@ pepper or flour 
dredge or an India-rubber bottle. Some this is 
placed the very softest light covering, and the 
atient is clothed so as to be with her friends. 
efore this was done the smell was very offen- 
sive and sickening, not only throughout the 
room, but in the near passages. Now it can’ 
scarcely be perc@ived at three or four inches 
from the breast. The use of morphia, etc., 
internally, was more distressing than the pain. 
Now the pain is infrequent and comparatively 
very bearable; the morphia being used in no 
other way than by spray. 


Injection of Iodine in Tumors. 

Mr. S. Messenger Bradley says, in a commu- 
nication in the et :— 

The first case in which I injected iodine into 
a tumor did not appear very promising, though 
it proved perfectly successful. It was an encap- 
pal acy tumor, about the size of a large walnut, 
situated beneath the lower jaw, which I should 
have removed with a scalpel, had I not once 
had some unpleasant hemorrhage in a precisely 
similar case; and as the patient in the present 
instance lived at some distance, I resolved to 
try to procure absorption before resorting to 
extirpation. The tumor almost disappeared 
with the first injection, and after one more it 
could not be at all detected. I was pleased 
with the result, because it appeared to me to be 
so desirable to adopt such a plan at one’s con- 
sulting-rooms, and in the out-patient room of the 
hospital, instead of using the knife, which is 
always more or less terrible to the patient, and 
which is sometimes, in the most careful hands, 
followed by unfortunate results. Since the 
case I mentioned, I have been in almvust the 
daily habit of employing iodine in this manner, 
and I think I may venture to affirm that, by 
properly selecting cases, a successful result may 
be assured, while there is no doubt that an in- 
discriminate use of the remedy will be pro- 
ductive of disappointment. The best cases are 
those where a single cervical gland is hyper- 
trophied in an otherwise healthy (adult) sub- 
ject. Five or six injections of the simple tinct- 
ure of iodine (five to ten minims at a time, 
according to the size of the tumor), at intervals 
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of about four days, generally effect a cure. 
The earlier stages of strumous hypertrophies, 
are also very successfully treated by this method, 
as are the small hard multiple lymphomata ; 
but in the later stage of strumous disease of 
the cervical glands, where the tumor is broken 
down into a mass of caseous matter, and the 
neighboring skin is blue and undermined, no 
good results follow from the injection of iodine ; 
and, indeed, these cases are best treated by a 
careful excision of the disorganized and degene- 
rated glands. 


a> 
—_> 
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BOOK NOTICES. 


Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution, for the year 1874. 
Washington, 1875. 

This Report, of general inteygst to physicians, 
on account of the meteorological observations 
and discussions it contains, has special claim on 
their attention, through the articles of Professor 
Arthur Morin, on Warming and Ventilation. 
The construction of infant asylums, schools, 
workshops, hospitals, churches, and dwelling 
houses, is explained in reference to the plans 
best adapted to render them at once comfortable 
and healthful. 

Among the ethnological articles, are an ex- 
amination of some skeletons found near Albany, 
Illinois, by Dr. R. J. Farquharton, of Daven- 
port, lowa; and a report of a discovery on 
Rock Island, of ‘a skeleton in a bed of unios 
and helicés, which would appear to have been a 
deposit in very remote ages. The layers of 
these shells above the bones, are asserted to 
have been by sedimentary deposit. Allowing 
that this is the case, we feel quite sure, from 
repeated examination of such shell-beds on the 
Tennessee, St. John and other rivers, that it 
does not authorize the assumption of any ex- 
cessive antiquity. Such beds were formed late 
in the present geological epoch. 

A Manual of Minor Surgery and Bandaging. By 
Christopher Heath, Fr. Rr. c. s., Professor of 
Clinical Surgery in University College Hospi- 
tal, London. Fifth edition. Lindsay & 
Blakiston, 1875. 8vo, pp. 308. 

The popularity which this hand-book has 
achieved is abundant evidence that it has been 
found to be one of the best in the market. 
Brief, clearly written, cleanly printed, well- 
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illustrated, it gives the most in the least space, 
The introduction, on the duties and fees of house. 
surgeons, is of not much use to American read- 
ers, and might have been revised to advantage 
for our longitudes. The articles on anzsthet- 
ics, also, are more consonant with English pre- 
judice than American experience. The author, 
however, in details of surgical manceuvre, has 
a quick appreciation of what is handy and 
what is awkward, and 4 natural preference for 
the former. His recommendations, therefore, 
on such details as it is eminently necessary for 
the dresser to know, are practical and to the 
point. 

The Causes and Treatment of Imperfect Digestion, 
By Arthur Leared, m.p., Oxon. and Dub., 
u.R.1.A. Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians, London; Senior Physician to 
the Great Northern Hospital, etc. Sixth edi- 
tion, revised and enlarged. 8vo, pp. 288. H. 
A. Churchill, New Burlington street, London, 
1875. 

In the year 1860 we received from the author 
a copy of the first edition of this work, and 
published a notice of it in this journal. Seven 
thousand copies of the book have been printed, 
and it is one of the few that has been fortunate 
enough to meet with the approval of the medi- 
cal world; and if the number of copies sold is 
an evidence of its value, it has certainly re- 
ceived a substantial proof. 

Its author was the successor to the late Sir 
John Forbes, and he resides in the Professor's 
old house, and enjoys the reward of an extended 
hospital experience, close study, and careful 
application in ‘his youth, in a select and lucra- 
tive practice. 

In this edition he still holds to the statement 
made in the advertisement to the first edition, | 
“That it was intended as a condensed account 
of individual experience.” With this idea in 
view, he has added, from time to time, original 
observations and experiments, as to the cause of 
Heartburn, Flatulence, etc., and their success- 
ful treatment by a novel use of charcoal; 
and gives, also, a table showing the degree of 
the absorption of carbonic acid, by twenty 
grains of different kinds of vegetable charcoal. 
The author also adds many useful formula, and 
gives minute directions concerning the causes, 
symptoms, and treatment, of the various forms 


of dyspepsia. 
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THE CONTROL OF PROSTITUTION AGAIN. 
The discussion of the measures for the limita- 


tion of syphilis, by the medical inspection of 
prostitutes and the licensing and police super- 
vision of houses of ill fame, was discussed with 
much animation, at the International Medical 
The opinions advocated, 
editorially, in the Reporter, on these topics, 


Congress at Brussels. 


are familiar to our readers. The medical 
societies of this country are criminally negli- 
gent for their avoidance of this question. Their 
silence is owing largely, either to cowardice or 
ignorance. Individuals are afraid to advocate 
such measures for fear it will hurt their reputa- 
tion in their communities. 

There is, now, not a single leading medical 
journal in Great Britain which does not approve 
and advocate the “contagious diseases acts.” 
The request is even made in the Lancet, and 
other quarters, that their sway be extended 
outside of garrison towns, to cover the metropo- 
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lis. In one of its later issues, that journal 
says, with great force :— 

‘In the face of the evils which confront us 
in daily life, and in opposition to the logic of 
facts, it certainly seems strange, that attempts 
to limit the spread of one of the direst maladies 
in the world, in a reasonable and common sense 
way—in the only way, be it understood, that 
any attempt can be made from its physical 
side—should have excited so much opposition. 
It is to be accounted for, however, by remem- 
bering the sources from which such opposition 
has sprung. It has not sprung up in districts 
where the Acts have been in force, and among 
people acquainted with the facts, and who have 
had experience of the beneficial working of 
these Acts, but in towns and places where the 
inhabitants have not been able to see for them- 
selves the favorable contrast which a town pre- 
sents in this respect after such legislation has 
been extended to it, to what it did before.” 

The opposition here, as in England, comes 
first from a few prejudiced medical men, who 
don’t mean to be convinced of what convinces 
everybody who is not hopelessly biased; sec- 
ondly, from sentimental women, who cry out 
against the degradation of their sex, and cannot 
see that in this instance their efforts are singu - 
larly misplaced ; and last, but not least, from 
the clergy. 

The latter were active in St. Louis, in obtain- 
ing the repeal of laws which the medical offi- 
cers, the police, and the Mayor, all agreed 
were most salutary. The opposition of the 
clerical party to this sanitary scheme is on a 
par with that of the Swiss clergy, a few years 
ago, to the insurance of crops, because their 
parishioners thus dodged the “visitations of 
God,’’ in the shape of hail-storms ; or that of a 
pious magistrate in England, lately, who ob- 
jected to cleaning a dirty hamlet, suffering from 
zymotic disease, because sickness was a chas- 
tisement of Providence for our sins, and should 
not be interfered with! 

No one stands ahead of us in respect for 
true religion. But such stupid bigotry, such 
injurious pharisaism as this is a caricature 
and parody of religion. 
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The laws hitherto passed to control, to heal, 
and if by any means possible, to save and re- 
deem these miserable creatures, are indeed 
That we all know. But because 
they are so, to fold our hands and let this 
monstrous fungus grow, rank and rotten, in the 


inadequate. 


night and dirt of our cities, is most unwise, 
unkind, wicked. Spreading upward from this 
vile soil, syphilis and its sequelz will wreak a 
terrible retribution on our chaste daughters, on 
our sturdy sons, and on their progeny, to the 
third and fourth generation. 

This is no word-picture. It is no exaggera- 
tion to say that the full pathological conse- 
quences of syphilis, formidable as we now know 
them to be, are far from completely unfolded. 

That only through supervision of prostitutes 
As a 
writer in the British Medical Journal well says: 


the scourge can be lessened, is obvious. 


**So long as they are physically capable of 
pursuing their vocation as their adopted means 
of livelihood, they are often compelled to be 
regardless of the existence of disease which is 
contagious, and so is multiplied, ad infinitum, 
the terrible scourge with which our profession 
is unhappily too familiar. The beneficent Act, 
passed a few years ago, by a wise and humane 
legislature, is now sought to be repealed on 
moral pretexts. The outcast wanderer is en- 
couraged to defy the law to protect the liberty 
of her poor diseased body, and to reject the 
means of relief and cure, and a way opened to 
her of escape from her degraded and pitiable 
life, Certain members of the legislature have 
leagued themselves against the Act; and one 
distinguished member of the late administra- 
tion has pledged his future life to its repeal. 
Even among our own profession there are some 
who are not satisfied with the Act. If the 
system of certificate be an inducement to im- 
moral indulgence, surely this can be amended ; 
and opponents are bound, in humanity, to pro- 
vide a satisfactory substitute before they inflict 
on the nation so terrible a calamity as the loss 
of the present Act.” 


Most earnestly we hope that no repeal will 
take place. And once more we put it to the 
profession of the United States: Shall not the 
State Societies, the American Medical Associa- 
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tion, and all similar bodies, earnestly go to work 
to devise an Act, carefully framed, to avoid in. 
ducements to indulgence (if any may exist 
under it) and recommend its adoption to all 
State legislatures ? 


-— 
=> 


NoTes AND COMMENTs. 


The Salicylate of Soda. 

A solution of this salt taken internally, ac- 
cording to Dr. Moeli, is an efficient febrifuge. 
From four to five grammes of the salt is the 
usual quantity given, every other evening, in 
cases where the larger doses of the sulphate of 
quinine (1.5 to 2.0 grammes) would be required. 
Several cases of typhoid fever {altogether 
seven), in which the drug was used without the 
cold bath or any other remedy, showed after 
each dose a constant decrease of temperature 
(from 2° to 3° C.), lasting over twenty-four 
hours, combined with a diminished frequency 
of pulse. An increase in the quantity of urine 
was not observed in the twenty-four cases of 
miscellaneous febrile diseases in which the salt 
had been administered. In half the numbers 
profuse perspiration accompanied the fall of 
temperature, and has been recorded by Buss, 
after the use of salicylic acid. In some cases, 
however, the salt effected a decrease of body- 
heat from 40.4° to 37.0° C. without any sweat- 
ing at all. In four cases sickness and vomit- 
ing compelled him to use the salt solution as 
an enema, after which a distinct fall of tem- 
perature followed, though of less importance 
than after an application by mouth. Subeu- 
taneous injections must be made with a neutral 
solution of the salt, to avoid severe pain, which 
follows after injection of the acid. 





Habits of Negroes. 

Dr. Bakewell, in a late work on the West 
Indies, observes that it is a curious fact that 
negroes, partly owing to their extreme suscepti- 
bility to cold, and partly to their superstitious 
terrors of darkness, cannot sleep alone in & 
room, and prefer sleeping huddled up together 
on the floor. A negro’s. house, of the better 
class, in the West Indies, always contains 8 
large four-post mahogany bedstead, which is 
never occupied save in sickness—the floor being 
preferred. Very often in towns, where rent is 
high, the floors are covered with mattresses, 
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and inasmall room six, eight, or ten people 
sleep together. Not satisfied with packing 
themselves in this way, they close every cranny 
and nook by which air can enter, and wrap 
themselves entirely round with a sheet, head 
included. They look like corpses ready for 
burial. Any more ghastly spectacle than a 
hospital for negroes, at night-time, cannot be 
conceived. They all lie on their backs, stretched 
out at full length, and enveloped in their sheets, 
like winding-sheets. Such habits largely in- 
crease their mortality. 


Convenient Method of Examining the Brain in 
Infants. 

Dr. R. G. Curtin described, at the Philadel- 
phia Obstetrical Society, a convenient method 
of making a post-mortem examination of the 
brain, only applicable, however, to cases of 
infants. The scalp is divided in the usual 
manner, and instead of taking off the calvarium 
he divides the sagittal, fronto-parietal and lamb- 
doidal sutures, and in this manner is able to 
separate the parietal and occipital bones suffi- 
ciently to allow the brain to be removed. When 
the brain is replaced the bones spring back to 
their usual position. The benefit of this method 
is its convenience, and the absence of disfigure- 
ment of the head by the mobility of the sepa- 
rated calvarium. 


Therapeutic Uses of Laburaum. 

Dr. H. J. Hardwicke remarks, in the British 
Medical Journal, that the therapeutic effects of 
laburnum are a feeling of drowsiness, followed 
by deep sleep and profuse perspiration, which 
are succeeded, on waking, by great thirst and 
loss of appetite. There is no nausea or vomit- 
ing, and the bowels seem to be unaffected by it. 
Pain is quickly relieved on its administration. 
In large doses the sleepiness is more intense, 
and it is difficult to keep the patient awake ; 
and in very large doses coma and death are the 
result. The action of this drug somewhat re- 
sembles opium, except that the drowsiness is 
not preceded by excitement. The pupils, as a 
rule, are irregularly dilated, and the arms and 
legs are kept in a continual state of convulsive 
motion. The medicinal properties of this plant 
depend upon a poisonous substance called 
eytisine, which can be obtained from the root 
or seeds. There is no reason why a decoction 
of laburnum root should not be used regularly 
as a remedy in many painful disorders; and 


Notes and Comments. 





457 


probably before long we shall see this plant 
ranking amongst our most valuable narcotic 
remedies. 


The Detection of Arsenic. 

Often when chemical analysis has succeeded 
in detecting the existence of arsenic in the tis- 
sues, it has failed to determine the exact quan- 
tity. M. Armand Gautier, director of the 
chemical laboratory, at the School of Medicine, 
Paris, has undertaken the task, and he believes 
he has succeeded in meeting the desideratum. 
His method consists in totally destroying the 
animal tissues, so as to isolate the arsenic. This 
is done with pure nitric acid, followed by the 
addition of sulphuric acid, and then the de- 
struction is completed by again having recourse 
to nitric acid. To the liquid thus obtained, a 
few drop; of the bisulphite of soda are added, 
and the sulphuret of arsenic is then precipitated 
in the ordinary way by sulphuretted hydrogen. 
M. Gautier has, in this way, completely isolated 
the entire quantity of arsenic he had himself 
introduced into the bodies of different animals. 
In the course of his experiments, M. Gautier 
made one very important discovery, viz., that 
the arsenic is first localized in the nervous sys- 
tem, and then passes on to the liver and the 
muscles. , 

Death from Opium Smoking. 

At a meeting of the Medical Society of the 
District of Columbia, Dr. Zevely stated that he 
had ‘seen a great deal of opium smoking in 
China. The cause of death in these cases was 
paralysis of the heart. In old cases we had 
great tremor, emaciation, anzmia, constipation, 
and white feces. In the fatal cases which he 
had seen, there was, twenty-fours before death, 
a quick, weak pulse, like that of low typhoid ; 
after death the blood was found watery, without 
coagulum, and more or less congestion in the 
brain. The effect of opium was to weaken the 
heart and destroy the appetite. Some of the 
cases would go for days without their ration of 
rice or fish. 


Chloral in Anal Fissure. 

In the Bull. de Therapeutique, Dr. Creguy 
speaking of the value of chloral (diluted to a 
twentieth) as an application to all kinds of 
wounds, adds that he has found it also of the 
greatest utility in two cases of fissure of the 
anus. The patient having had a stool a few 
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hours before, either spdntaneously or by aid of 
an enema, he introduces between the lips of the 
fissure a small tent of charpie, consisting of 
about twenty fibres, and first soaked in a solu- 
tion of chloral diluted to a fiftieth. This is 
left in until discharged during defecation next 
day. The first and second dressings are very 
painful, but afterwards they become less and 
less so, so that in a fortnight all pain has dis- 
appeared, and the fistula has cicatrized. 


Borate of Soda Gargles. 

A pharmacist of Lyons remarks that in 
gargles, borate of soda is generally combined 
with honey, or honey of roses, or even with 
syrup of mulberries; that is to say, with 
products which dissolve a very small quantity 
of this salt. It would, therefore, be more advan- 
tageous to compound these measures with equal 
parts of glycerine and borate of soda. A 
definite and considerably more active solution 
is thus obtained ; for glycerine mixes well with 
honey, as well as with syrups. 


Syphilitic Leukhemia. 

An important observation has been made by 
Dr. Ordenstein, of Paris. He succeeded in 
curing a case of leukocythemia by the Liquor 
van Swieten, and led by this toa study of the 
causes of the disease, is convinced that one, if 
not the sole one, is hereditary syphilis. Its 
therapeusis is, therefore, anti-syphilitic. 


Quinine Gargle in Sore Throat. 

Dr. George Johnson gives the formu!a below 
as of excellent effect in sore throat, even severe 
diphtheritic cases :— 

R. Quiniz sulphatis, 
Acidi sulphurici diluti., 
Aque, ad., 


gr. xviij 
mxlij 
f.3vj. M. 

He adds, I have found the quinine solution 
useful as a wash, in aphthe, stomatitis, and 
other affections of the mouth; but my experi- 
ence of it in these cases has been limited by 
the difficulty attending its use in childhood, 
owing to its very bitter taste. 


Spare the Ivy. 

The Sanitarian says, the English ivy, grow- 
ing over the walls of a building, instead of pro- 
moting dampness, as many persons would sup- 
pose, is said to be a remedy for it; and it is 
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mentioned as a fact, that in a room where damp 
had prevailed for a length of time, the affected 
parts inside had become dry when ivy had 
grown up to cover the opposite exterior side. 
The close, overhanging pendant leaves prevent 
the rain or moisture from penetrating the wall, 
Beauty and utility, in this case, go hand in 
hand. 


<a> 
> 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


—— 





Intussusception. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sura. Reporter :— 


Believing a brief report of a case of intussus- 
ception of the bowels, of twenty-two days’ dura- 
tion, and terminating in recovery, would not 
prove uninteresting to the readers of your 
valuable journal, I will submit the following :— 

Willie W., aged six years, was taken ill 
February 5th, with pain in the region of the 
umbilicus, followed by vomiting. which condi- 
tion continued up to the time I saw him, the 
7th. Bowels distended, pulse 120, temperature 
99. Gave cathartic and ordered injections of 
equal parts of warm water and milk, to be 
repeated every three hours until the bowels 
moved. Fomentations to the abdomen, and 
anodynes to relieve pain. This plan of treat- 
ment not proving successful, we now came to 
the conclusion that we had a case of intussus- 
ception. Continued the injections, with the 
hips elevated and the patient on his knees, and 
at times attempting to relieve the trouble by 
kneading the bowels. 

On the fourth day stercoraceous vomiting 
came on, which continued to occur once or 
twice in twenty four hours, during the remain- 
der of his illness. 

On the fifteenth day we concluded to abandon 
all treatment except the opium, and await the 
result, when on the twenty-second day violent 
stercoraceous vomiting came on, the- bowels 
moving at the same time. From this time on 
our little patient made a rapid recovery. 

A. E. Wasveseu, M. D. 

Ashley, Ohio, Nov. 26th, 1875. 


Tapping—Strapping. 
Ep. Mep. anp Surc. Reporter :— 


I noticed an article some time since, in the 
Reporte, in reference to tapping and strapping 
in hydrocele. In August, 1857, I sent an arti 
cle to Dr. Butler, upon the same subject, hav- 
ing at that time tapped fourteen cases of hydro- 
cele scroti, and in thirteen I had employed the 
adhesive straps to thoroughly compress the sae, 
with a view to the better establishing adhe- 
sions. He did not publish my statement, as I 
suppose he did not deem it of sufficient import 
ance, judging from an extract of a copy of & 
letter which he wrote in acknowledgment 





Dec. 4, 1875.] 


the article and letter sent him:—‘‘I did not 

ublish your views in reference to strapping in 
Erdrocele, as I do not see what benefit is to be 
gained, etc.” Nearly twenty years have 
elapsed since then, and now another physician, 
or rather I should have said surgeon, has seen 
the necessity, or the benefit, to be gained by 
firmly applying adhesive straps after evacuat- 
ing the sac. 

My object in writing this is to bring out 
another modus operandi, which of late I employ, 
the better to bring about a permanent cure, as 
in some cases the strapping in my hands has 
not always been effectual; yet, of late, I have 
not had any trouble. The first thing after the 
tapping is to inject (which I have done in all 
err formerly with iodine or wine, but of late 
with— 


R. Liq. ferri subsulph., 
Glycerine, 
Aqua destillat, 


f.3ij 
aa f.3iij. M. 


Now for the strapping. Take tea lead (it 
comes from the inside of the tea chest); make 
an artificial scrotum, apply it over the natural 
one, and then thoroughly compress with the 
adhesive plaster, and there will be no more fill- 
ing of the sac, or any danger in the least, if the 
lead is properly applied; it also equalizes the 
compression, making it uniform, etc. Lastly, I 
use the suspensory bandage to support the 
scrotum. I make them wear the lead from 
three to six weeks, as I deem necessary. 
Twenty years ago I prided myself upon the 
suggestion of strapping, but I was predestinated 
to have the honor taken from me. 

Pur.ip A. Bisse1t, M. D. 

Mahanoy City, Pa., Nov. 15th, 1875. 


Antiseptic Surgery. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sure. Reporter :— 


In the editorial of your last issue is the 
statement that “ Professor Lister has, for ten 
years past, made a most energetic effort to con- 
vince the profession that, by protecting a wound 
from the air and using antiseptics locally, it 
will heal much more kindly and promptly.” 

A part of this assertion is directly contrary to 
Professor Lister’s teaching and practice. His 
general plan of dressing allows more atmos- 
pheric contact than any of the ordinary meth- 
ods of covering wounds. He considers atmos- 
pheric air innocuous to wounds when deprived 
of its germs which produce putrefaction ; and 
the antiseptic gauze used by him allows very 
Tee permeation of air. 

Toften notice other perversions of Professor 
Lister's views, such as, that antiseptics will 
always prevent suppuration ; whilst all that he 
really claims for antisepties is, that they can 
avoid but one cause of inflammation and suppu- 
ration, and that is putrefaction. He admits 
the well known fact that antiseptics may them- 
selves cause suppuration when used in sufficient 
strength to destroy putrefaction germs; and 
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one of the essentials of his antiseptic practice 
is the avoidance, when possible, of contact of 
denuded surfaces with anything but an atmos- 
phere that has been subjected to the germicide 
influence of carbolic acid. 

Every surgeon who has had much practical 
experience with antiseptic surgery recog- 
nizes the fact that putretaction is more easi 
prevented, than arrested after it has commenced, 
and that what is needed, is simple and efficient 
means of averting the incipiency of putridity 
in wounds. An impediment to the general in- 
troduction of antiseptic dressings, after the 
methods of Professor Lister, is the necessity of 
using special apparatus and appliances not 
readily obtainable; and until means which are 
simpler and more generally accessible shall be 
devised, the thoroughly antiseptic treatment of 
wounds will certainly not become universal. 

Philadelphia, Pa. R. J. Levis, M. D. 

i course, the expression used in the edito- 
rial had reference to air in its ordinary condi- 
tions as a bearer of septic germs. The neces- 
sity of stating this in so many words did not, 
and does not now, appear to us necessary. 
The remarks of our correspondent strike us, 
therefore, as tant soit peu, hypercritical.—Ep. 
Reporter]. 


News AND MIscELLANY. 


Hammock System in Cars. 


Actual experiment in England has demon- 
strated the great advantages of the hammock 
system of conveying invalids by railway. The 
invalid suffers neither jar nor jolt. It is pro- 
posed to extend the benefits of the hammock 
system to the general traveling public, thus re- 
ducing the discomfort of railway travel to the 
minimum, 


A Physician Sued for Damages. 


Frederick Storandt, the father of Charles 
Storandt, an infant, has brought suit in the 
Court of Common Pleas, New York, to recover 
$5000 from Edward Petzold, a physician, on 
the ground that the infant’s life was lost 
through negligence and malpractice on the part 
of defendant. The ailegations of plaintiff are 
that defendant said that the infant was suffer- 
ing from diphtheria when it was not, and that 
he cauterized its throat with a piece of nitrate 
of silver fixed in a quill; that through his neg- 
ligence the nitrate of silver slipped from the 

uill into the child’s stomach, and caused its 
death ; that, on the accident happening, defend- 
ant refused to use approved antidotes, such as 
salt or the white of an egg, but directed the 
giving of quantities of water to drink. The de- 
fence was a general denial of the allegations, 
and an averment that the child died simply 
from the effects of diphtheria. On the | rm of 
the plaintiff, Professors Elsberg and Jacobi, 
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and Dr. Leo gave testimony, the two latter to 
the effect that the nitrate of silver was found in 
the child’s stomach. 


The Latest Quack Dodge. 


The last and boldest of the quack dodges, is 
that of a fellow named Mosely, in Brooklyn. 
He sends a circular to physicians, recommend- 
ing his golden ointment, his pills and his 
plasters, for use in their practice, and offering 
them at half-price. He adds, that they are of 
“more use than mens rescribed in the 
U.S. P.” He appeals to ‘* physicians of enter- 
prise, with independence enough to overcome 
the professional prejudice against ‘Quack Nos- 
trums.’ ” 

It is to be hoped that this energetic trades- 
man will not find so many fools in the profes- 
sion as he bases his estimates upon. Our 
attention to his operations, has been called by 
an obliging correspondent in Iowa. 


Items. 


—The chamber of Commerce have addressed 
@ memorial to the Secre of the Navy, in 
favor of a survey of the region watered by the 
a branch of the river Amazon, the upper 
Madeira, under the direction of Mr. James 
Orton. The memorial sets forth that “this 
region has an area of 400,000 square miles, 
and it has been partially traversed by Mr. 
Orton before ;” also “that there are immense 


supplies of timber, valuable both for construc-. 


tion and ornament, of drugs, especially includ- 
ing Peruvian bark, peculiar to that favored 
country. 

—Dr. Henry ©. Pierson, one of the newly 
elected Coroners of Elizabeth, had a narrow 
Pe from suffocation last week. Being 
tired, he lay down on a sofa in his room at the 
Mansion House, Roselle, and at four o'clock 
was found in the hallway, gasping for breath, 
while a dense volume of coal gas pervaded the 
second floor. A defective fue pipe leading 
through his room from the basement, was the 
cause of the trouble. Medical aid was speedily 
at hand, and he was soon restored to conscious- 
ness, and is in a fair way of recovery. 


—aA sick kitchen is now open at the Protest- 
ant Episcopal City Mission Rooms, 225 south 
Ninth street, this city, for the reception from the 
charitable, and distribution among the invalid 
poor, by the ladies of the mission, of such 
articles of food as are required by the regimen 
of illness. Bedding and clothing are also 
solicited. Cases of sickness among the needy 
may be reported to the superintendent, Rev. 
Samuel Durborow. 


—An article called fish-flour has been brought 
forward the last few years. The flour is pre- 
pared from dried fish, thoroughly desiccated, 
and then ground in a mill. 


News and Miscellany. 





[Vol. xxxiii, 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Has diabetes mellitus been known to occur in 
opium-eaters ? A. W. RoBINSON, M. D, 


Dr. C. F., of Me —Crede’s method has been fully 
described in the REPoRTER, by Prof. Wm. Goodell, 
See Vol, xxx, p. 514. 


BANTA—AYER.—In Buffalo, New York, October 
27th, Rollin L Banta, Mm. D., of Erie, and Sarah M, 
Ayer, of Buffalo. 


Brrp—BostwickK.—At Cleveland, Ohio, on the lith 
ultimo, by Rev. C. . Dy isted by the 
Rev. Mr. Forbush, Dr. J. F. Bird, of this city, and 
Mrs. Helen Barron Bostwick, of Cleveland. 


CorBIT—HELLEN.—On October 19th, at Trini 
Church, ea. D. C., by the Rev. T. G. Addi- 
son, D. D., Dr. William B. Corbit and Mrs. Virginia 
wore Hellen, eldest daughter of the late Dr. G. M. 

ove. 


DuBo1rs—GREEN.—On the 28th ult., by the Rev. R. 
P. DuBois, Patterson DuBois and Clara, daughter 
of Dr. Jesse C. Green, of West Chester, Pa. 


FRISHMUTH—CARSON.—On the ovens of Novem- 
ber 24th, 1875, by the Rev. William O. Johnson, D. D., 
Jacob Frishmuth, M, D., and Miss Victoria Carson, 
both of this city. 


JAMES—SINN.—On Thursday, November 4th, 187, 
by the Rev. Andrew Longacre, Dr. John E. James 
and Ella R., daughter of the late Davis N. Sinn. 


LESLIE—HENRY.—On the 20th of November, 1875, 
at the Lutheran parsonage, at Palmyra, Pa., by the 
Rev. G. T. Weibel, Dr. C. H. Leslie, of Annville, Pa., 
and Miss E. H. Henry, of Palmyra, Pa. 


NICHOLIS—KLAPP.—On the 4th of November, at 
St. Andrew’s Church, 4 Rev. W. F. Paddock, D. D., 
and Rev. T. L. Franklin, D. D., Dr. B. Franklin 
Nicholls, late of Spartanburg, South Carolina, and 
1 Louise, daughter of Dr. Joseph Klapp, of this 
city. 


SKILLING—WARD.—On the 16th ultimo, at St. 
Joseph’s Church, by Rev. Father Jordan, Dr. M. J. 
Skilling and Miss Josephine V. Ward, all of this city. 


SmITH—BvzzeLL.—In St. Johnsbury, Vermont, 
Nov. Ist, by Rev. Edward T. Fairbanks, Moses E, 
Smith, M. D., of Haverhill, N. H., and Maria L. 
Buzzell, of st. Johnsbury. 


STEEVES—RANKIN.—By Rev. N. 8. Smith, on 
Thursday morning, October 28th, at the residence of 
the bride’s father, Wm. Rankin, Delaware, Ohio, 
Dr. M. C. Steeves and Miss Sallie E. Rankin. 


VaNARTSDALEN—BARRETT.—On the 27th ult., in 
the Kensington Methodist Episcopal Church, Chris 
topher VanArtsdalen, M. D., and Miss Georgia 
rett, all of this city. 


DEATHS. 


BRUEN.—On the morning of the 2th ult., Flor- 
ence I. Bruen, of Lexington, Ky., wife of Dr. 
Edward T. Bruen, of this city. 


EGBERT.—In this city, on the evening of the 2th 
ult.,of pneumonia, Medical Director Daniel Egbert, 
U.S. Navy, in the 77th year of his age. 


KissAM.—At Jamaica, Long Island, on Monday, 
November 15th, George C. Kissam, M. D, 


KNIGHT.—On the 18th ultimo, in San Antonio, 
Texas, Dr. C. W. Knight, U. 8. A., son of the late 
Isaac D. Knight. 

TOMLINSON.—On the 26th ult., at.Gloucester City, 
N. J., Lizzie Jester, only daughter ot Dr. Edwin 
and Lizzie A. Tomlison, aged 2 years and.12 days. 





